God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Two: The Mosaic Age

Lesson Nineteen: The Babylonian Exile
Texts: 2 Kings 24:10-16; Jeremiah 25: [image: image1.jpg]


8-13; 39:1-10;  Daniel 1:1-7;  Lamentations 4:11-13     
I
n our last few lessons we have studied the fall of Judah and the role which the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah played in urging the people to repent, warning them that God would punish Judah by allowing Babylon to conquer it. God revealed to Jeremiah some specific things about what would happen during this period of Babylon exile. God revealed, “Because you have not heard My words, behold, I will send and take all the families of the north…and Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant, and will bring them against this land…and this whole land shall be a desolation and an astonishment, and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years” (Jer. 25:8-11).  


This period of exile took place in three stages. The first happened in the third year of Jehoiakim’s reign when Nebuchadnezzar took some of treasures from the temple and some of the nobility of Judah. Among these was the prophet Daniel, who was a young man (Dan. 1:1-7). At some point around this time Jehoiakim was also taken (2 Chron. 36:6).   


The second stage took place during the reign of Jehoiachin, the next king. In the eighth year of his reign, he and his mother and thousands of the skilled workers of Judah and more of the treasures from the temple were carried into exile (2 Kings 24:10-16).  It was at this time that Jeremiah’s vision of the fig baskets was revealed to him to show how some of the Jews would be preserved by the exile (Jer. 24:1). Among these captives was probably the priest and prophet Ezekiel, to whom God sent revelations of encouragement for the captives.

The final stage came when Zedekiah, the last king of Judah rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar.  Jerusalem was besieged starting in the tenth month of the ninth year of his reign. This was a horrible time to live in Jerusalem. Scriptures reads, “In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, on the ninth day of the month, the city was penetrated” (Jer. 39:2a). Although Zedekiah fled he was captured. Jerusalem was burned, the remaining articles from the temple were taken and all but the poorest of the land were carried away captive (Jer. 39:1-10). Jeremiah wrote his mournful book of Lamentations (or “Mournings”) viewing the ruin of Jerusalem. He declared,  “The Lord has fulfilled His fury, He has poured out His fierce anger. He kindled a fire in Zion, and it has devoured its foundations” (Lam 4:11).

God also revealed to Jeremiah, that after the exile Babylon would fall.  He promised, “it will come to pass, when seventy years are completed, that I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation… for their iniquity…and I will make it a perpetual desolation” (Jer. 25:12). The Persian Empire would conquer Babylon and allow the Jews to slowly return home and rebuild. The prophet Daniel would live to see this fulfilled, as we shall see in our next lesson.
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	19
	Psalms 3-5
	Psalms 6-8
	Psalms 9-11
	Psalms 12-14
	Psalms 15-17
	Psalms 18-20
	Psalms 21-23


Study Questions
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1.  Why did God say that He was sending “the families of the north” to punish Judah (Jer. 25:8)?



Explain the phrase, “families of the north” and who it refers to.


2.  How long would the exile last (Jer. 25:11)?



Whom did God promise to punish after that, and why (25:12)?
 
3.  Why does God call Nebuchadnezzer “My servant” (Jer. 25:9)?



Does this mean that God approved of Nebucahnezzar’s behavior? Why or why not?

4.  List the three kings identified with each stage of Judah’s exile: Stage one:



Stage two:________________________Stage three:
 
5.  What prophet was carried off in the first stage? 


6.  Who was carried off with Jehoiachin during the second stage?

7.  When did the final siege of Jerusalem start and end (Jer. 39:1-2)?  Start: __________ year and _________ of Zedikiah’s reign. End: ___________ year, __________ month and _________ day of Zedikiah’s reign the wall was penetrated. Total:

8.  During what stage(s) were items from the temple taken?


9.  What was Jeremiah witnessing which motivated the writing of the book of Lamentations?



10.  Fill-in the blanks from Lamentations 1:1. “How _______ sits the _______ that was full of _________! How like a _________ is she, who was __________ among the nations! The __________ among the provinces has become a ____________!” (NKJV).
Key Passage: “Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive to Babylon the remnant of the people who remained in the city and those who defected to him, with the rest of the people who remained. 10 But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left in the land of Judah the poor people, who had nothing, and gave them vineyards and fields at the same time” (Jer. 39:9-10). 
This Week’s Reading Schedule











PAGE  
38

